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Saved by Woodlands Trust, O'Neil Farm’s a working farm, learning lab

By SUE SCHEITLE

The Patnol Ludgne
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«7 hen traveling down the long din
2 drveway to the O°'Nei farm in
Dushury, a visttar can view the
L2 20th century on one side and

.

On the leit, 17 cows graze in the ficlds

surrounded by
woods, a small
stream and blaamg
red swamp maples
bordered by o fow
stone wall, On the
rght, houses bl on
another former farm
give 1t the fook of a
suburban
neighborhoed.
“There aren’t any
other farms like this
around amymore,”
anid M aeifin
Chadwick, who
giew up in Duxbury
-and runs the
Farmitastic 4-H af the
O'Neil property.
“Without 1, these

= Inoperation since 1729
it 145 acres

17 70 dairy cows: Holstein,
Guernsey, Jersey, miking
shorthom

2 3.000 pounds of milk
sold every other day o
Agri-Mark farmers
cooperative in Franktn

iz Home base for
Farmiastic 4-H Ciub with
15 members, ages 10-16

i Amanda Currul, 13, of Duxbury, feeding tha young calfs, and Eiise McAliister, 13, of Kingsten
wie part of a 4-H group leaming farming techniques at the 0'Nell Famm.

Kids would never have this opportunity.”
Last December, Wikdlands Trust of

Sautheastern Massachusetts completed the

parchase ¢

SETL SAving i



7

4,

L &pilp

132, 2006

VDS _TRRuS e

o

i}
1

i

GARY HIGGINS pm:a. Parct L

o e TR g

ahad nn tha

is

2 oesrreoasholaavas h

Hiy

23

L
e

» by a frudt:

=3 Carl O'Nallis framed



SOUTHCFDOSTON.COM %_/;//‘7% ST Monday  @he Uatviot Trdges October 16,200 Dl

{rom likely development. The $43
millien deal. some 10 years in the
making, fulfilled the Tongtinie dream
of Carl O'Neil. 70, who lives on the
larin 3 ewned it with fus ate
brother and

“Whare t hawve any children, |
liad an interest i preserving 1" he
O'Neil s a former Duxbury fire
chief and avil defense director.

Tixe property has been in the O'Neil
family for more than 200 years. The
sale created a new charitable
corporation, Historic O'Neil Farm,
with a 31 million endowiment and the
condition that it be used in part for
cducational purposes. QNeil,
president of the corporation, was thus
able to keep it as a working dairy
furn.

“I have been a dairy farmer all my
life. and I always really loved the : s i j Ty
woods andThe wild hife.” he said i Tl ‘

v Saturday, the 4-1 cluh was busy : ' t g i
On Faturdyy, the 4= clabywasbosy, g0 muertnr. TincHaBIGt Piymouth, who teaches farming technigues to a 4-H group, prepares stainloss

cleaning out the calves” pens and by
¥ . e 5 5 HER THHHA 35.
doing other chores, While O'Neyl syfy - Stech tanks fer the mitking process

v he T mowing and hayinge,
lie now supervises i dasry staff of skills even thouh vacations are few,
o, luding 23-year-old Tern T way of (' Neil,
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2 Amanda Curral, 13, of Duxbury makes frdonds witha
12-day-eli calf.
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